Some Aspects of the Northern Province
are described by Burckhardt as " forgetting every divine
and human law in their pursuit of gain." They are
certainly greedy, cantankerous and litigious, but with the
development of a successful Native Administration in
Berber District there are signs of the growth of a more
civic spirit.
From the Atbara to the Shabluka extends the important
Jaalin tribe with its numerous sub-sections, several of
which are nomadic. Having been large slave-owners in
the past they are easy-going and as cultivators lack the
energy of the Nubians. Outside Northern Province they
are generally to be found engaged in trade, agriculture or
Government employment. While less military by nature
than the Shaigia many enlist in the Army or the Police.
They are a well-mannered, cultivated people among whom
are found holy men with a considerable reputation for
learning.
The most notable characteristic of the majority of the
northern riverain tribes is their readiness to travel in
search of work together with an intense love of home.
As a result of their older civilization and of the influence
of outside contacts they have a higher standard of intelli-
gence than most other tribes.    It is  probably not an
exaggeration to say that over seventy per cent of the
clerical posts in Government service and in commercial
firms throughout the Sudan are filled by natives of the
northern riverain Provinces.    Another noteworthy charac-
teristic, particularly of the Nubians of Haifa District, is
their communal  and patriotic  spirit.    As  an  example,
four new dispensaries were built there during 1933 by the
people themselves, and in one village, Debeira, L.E.80
was subscribed for the purpose by absentees working in'
Egypt.    Another and even more striking example of this
spirit was the  voluntary collection some years  ago of
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